this rough but manly school.   A brother officer
who knew him well said, " He was active, prompt,
and efficient, a pleasant shipmate, always ready
to do his duty, and rigorous too in exacting it
of others."   Of Cooper's " Naval History " was
added, " It is the noblest tribute ever paid to a
noble profession."   Aboard the Stirling on these
several cruises Cooper learned much that after-
wards appeared in his sea tales.    It was of this
sea-service that he wrote, " I have been myself
one of eleven hands, officers included, to navi-
gate a ship of three hundred tons across the
Atlantic Ocean;   and, what is more, we often
reefed topsails with the watch."   Of the Stirling
he wrote, " The ship was on a bow-line most of
the time "; and he thought her " one of the wet-
test ships that ever floated when heading up
against the sea."   A lively account of this eleven
months' service is found in Cooper's story of
" Ned Myers."   This life of his shipmate aboard
the Stirling was written in 1843.   The old salt
was a battered hulk in the " Sailor's Snug Har-
bor " when Cooper was on the crest of the wave
of his literary fame, and the old sailor, wonder-
ing if this Cooper could be the comrade of his
youth in the Stirling days of yore, wrote, after
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norant; prayed fervently on
